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State of Learning in Bogland, The Clergy xot fir to beve the Education of 
: catiien pas Potirne 3 The Reafons of ie Point. 





From Ciebuesbap. December the 19th, to Saturdap December the 22d, 1705. - 





ntryott ELL, Mafter,fince you 
ate refolved to talk of 
Learning and Univerfities, 


j| hearken to you and underftand as much of 
scan, tho I think I am too Old to Learn. 

Opf. I don’t enter upon this Difcourfe to In- 
wat you or any Body. elfe, but in. Jpftification 
a Point ; That the Church does not receive any 
+> Jeaft Umbrage of Danger from the Private 

sdemies, I fhall not fay That the State may 
veive Umbrage from the Univerfities.. I will 
nake no Prereémptory Affertion in the Point, ¢1- 
her from the People in or out, or from the Peoe 
le who retire thither in a Pet, difgufted at the 
svermment ; for Ica told that Oxford is likely 
» become the Buen Retiro of a fort of Gentry, 
hat want fiuch fort of Company as that Learn- 
d place docs afford. 

Country-m I hope they an't going to fet up 
her Standard there; are they? If they be I 
oid ha’ ’em borrow Lefley’s Breeches Standard 
hat he Forg’d at Sandwich. : 

Obf. You will be Arch. But, -Conntry-man, 
yshaps *tis a thought that has enter'd the minds 
f but a few, and yet ‘tis no Crooked one, ‘That 
he Field of Learning in England is not fo well 
ultivated for the Advantage of our People as it 
nay be; when our Superiours fhall take it under 
heir Confideration. I can but {peak at Random 
othis Point, it never lying in my way to Ex- 
nine the Settlement of Colledges 5 but certainly, 
if they are Settled fo as that none but Prief's are 
to be Profeffors and Tutors, and to have the Edu- 
cation of all the Gentry in England, in their own 
[Hands, then we want other Foundations of Lear- 
sing: For it feems to me Unreafonable, as well as 
Dangerous, that the Prie/thood fhould be allowed 
to Lick all the Cub-Gentry of England into what 
Shape plea fe. oe 

I not have the Clergy think that I de- 
fen to leffen the Honour, or abate the Advantages 
of Churchmen ; 1 only propofe to keep ‘em within 
their own Bounds, Circumfcrib’d only to the 
Exercifés of their Funéion. *Tis proper enough 
for the Pricfbood to breed Priefs , but Men of 
other Faculties ought, I think, to have the Edu- 
cation of the Laity. I fhould think that Man 
confider’d but very little, who thould be fo foolith 

















as to;put his Son Apprentice to a Cobler, in order ° 


to Breed him a Merchant. : : 
ou may think the Comparifon wide from 
Reafon ; but you'll be of another Opinion, when 
ou confider how unlikely Churchmen are to in- 
the Minds of Men, in things that are né- 
to Quallifie them for the Service of the 


State: There is fo much of Monkery in fome Peo- 
that whoever comes under their Charge, as 
ils, come out either ting’d with Pedan- 
try, or slam. 





Don't think me feverein-my Thoughts, tor we 
have pregnant Inftances of Perfons that are comé 
from the Univerfities, with fuch Enthuhafick No- 
tions, and moulded fo very unlike Laymen, that 
Strangers would conclude ’em to be Ecclefaftichs 
in Lay Habits. Was there ever {fo Senfeleis a No- 
tion as that of the Occafonal-Bill ¢ The Product of 
the High-Churchmexs Brains, and Calculated for 
fome other Merzdiax than that of England. And 
yet how Strenuoufly did fome of our Gentry cons 
tend for that Bill, as if they had more regard tor 
the Opinion of their Tutors, than the Commax 
Good of their Country ? : 

England has fufter’d. more from the Prejudice 
of Education, than from any One thing; and 
this Prejudice remaining in thofe that thould 
turn the Current of Education into a proper 
Channel, nothing is done in that Affair. For we 


| cannot imagine that thofe, who, by an unfpeak- 


able Bigotry, are Wedded to the Opinion of their 

Initructors, fhould ever part with what feems fo 

be a Second Nature. 
The firft Imnpreflions of Youthifgare feldom, or 


“never worn out in Age; ‘tis a hard matter to 


overcome Cuftom,; a long Acquaintance with 
Errors contracts a Friendthip that cannot eafily 
be broken ; 


Quo Semel eff imbuta vecens, Servabit Odorem 


Tefla dit min 


This was the faying of a Heathen, but certain- 
ly true it is, That the Seafoning Principles and 
Prejudices which we receive in our Youth, do adbere 
to us a long time after. 

When we firft come under Pupilage, our 

‘Minds are Rafa Fabula, White Sheets ot Paper, 
our Tutors may write what they pleafe upon ‘em, 
and therefore, Parents ought to take care, that 
our Tutors write good hands, and nothing but 
what is reafonable , for if they make foul 
Draughts of what is contrary to Reafon, Religion, 
or the Good of our Country, “twill require abun. 
dance of Pounce and Penknife, joyn’d with La- 
bour to Erafe it, and when all’s done, the Sheets 
become the thinner, and lefs capable of bearing 
a better Impreflion. , 

There is nothing fo unreafonable, fo abfur'd, 
fo contrary to our own, or a National Intereft ; 
what may, be form’d into us, when we are Young, 
before we have a Difcriminating Faculty ; and 
when we come to Riper Years, we are loath to be 
at the trouble of enquiring into the Reafonable- 
nefs of what we had before agreed to, ox rather 
taken upon Truft; and if this be taken upon the 
Word oi 2 Prief, no Arguments can convince to 
the contrary ; for Begotry is the Natural Effee 
of fuch an Education. 


Seneca {ays, That we Govern our Selves according 





to Cuftom, not accerding to Reafon. And Philo, 
That 
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Crooked; ~Edvearion-ts the Hand that ‘orms~ diankind -in~ 


Opinions, the Gomypals by which we Steer our Coarfe, and 
the Pouch-Sroné of Prineij ies. Mr. Dryden very Elegant | 
dy Exprefies: ir. 


By Education mofi Men are mifled.>: 
$o..we believe, becaufe we fo, weit bred; 
The Privit continues what the. Nurfe began, 


Aina the the Child impofes. on the Man. 


A,have faid all thisonly to. fiow you the "Milchiets 1 may 
atife from the Pi ejudic e of Educatién, and hiow much ft is 
ou Concer ta have te Gentry of the Kingdon undet the 
Tuition of proper Perfons, which the C ergy can never: bé, 
Far. the Knowledge fequir’d in a Laymai, is as much differs 
cot from, thay required in a Churchman, as the Church js 
different from the Stare: What fort of Statefman, Senator, 
or Parrigt_ can come out of the Hands’ of a Clergyntn? 
Nought buna Theo-Political Monfrer, an Amphibious Crea- 
ture, Half Church, Haif. diate, Good ‘neither for God or lis 
Gonuurry, ts 

I hoje I may, be free in giving my Oxinion, That it would 
Cdudiice iffore r6 thé General Profit of the Kingdom if the 
Yeung Gentry were: Educated under Skillfel and Learned 
Laymen, who, by their Accomplifiments in Sciences and Phi- 
bofsphy , together with the Rudiments Ot Fotiticks, and their 

wu Obfervaticns on the Cufloms of other Countries, which 
fey hive hot only read of bur feen, may have tender’d ’em 
ca] able of fo greas a Charge. 

The Misforeulee our Genirry’s being-bred' up under the 


Clergy is Wihible enough; they are thrown jikerinto rhe Com- | 


gare: from the Univer ities, like. Bowls , without any 

beving had {uch continual Noifes of the. Church in 
ars ee. from theitvery Infancy they aré Deaf to any other 
Sound; and by this means have thefe Gentlemen’ difturd’d 
the Peace-of the Kingdom with Groundlef{s Clamours of the 
Chtirches Danser, and rather than not fubmit to the Opini- 
on of their Initrudtors, they have become'fo very Imperti- 
nent as to threaten to Roufe their Natures againit the 2 
atid Government. 
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} Particular Families have ‘been alfe Ruinsa by this Male | 


Education.. The Church dyas been. the. Lécture. read to. ’em; 
the Church has been itampt upon. ’em; J don’t \mean t 
Walls, the 'ow . part, the Moderate Rr gt part of the 
Chiirch, “but the High-top-Gallant they ha P been 
ark’d with the Signature of. ‘the WeadcherCock, and have 
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" : Ows late 7 
Coun yam. Mafter, I think what An pas faid js « 


in my: Stig 
Sarina than <a La 


“Country Opinieo Lefentags 
’ Peftelent 
is a fafer a 


nnd does, 
i Schollard. * rA Poles 


your felt "for Inftance: Had-you beens Fy 
never been Profecured at t Htor V iting 25 : 


~thePapifoes; you never-had-beeaT- .s at Guild- Hall 5, 


dicating the Revolution, -aid ot © the. rm ; 
you had never, been Conipsaiued ag ia oie Ey iy , 
Keaune the Truth 5 Your C ‘Guntry-mah, Roger, is in, 
Jariger Of thele things,"and “were it not too late, by iy 
Pitch~Fork Lwourld ‘prove you! Sebolla¥s td Ge the: br bil 
Fools.m be! Kingdom. Pil give you a little of iit the, 
time we meet. Good Night “Matter Obfervator.; ’ 
BRR AT A. 
1 the Hi “Obrervator, Colttim 42 Line 8. fer Thea 
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. “ i liptd 
Ccafiona ations} Thonghts upon the Memeria! of the bi of 
a: Letter ae tie Author. Price 6 Sd by} . 
Ph, >» in Avemery ; 
-T ge Vary | teen I Tables forall Seameh : Org the Seen 
je! Whereitr every’ Mans Pay, frog a Cabtainig 
Cathie, tisréxadtly! Calculated and: Cat Up} fora) Day 
Week, 2 Month, and {oto Twemty Months, at ing to thes me 
fent Eftablifiment in the Royal Navy. Sold by “J.’How, at 
Sevea-Starsyin Talbot Court, in Grace- Church-Sareces 


“ 3 Advestifements, 6 F909) 
THE Firft, Secotud and ‘Third: Velumes of Objeniatiorss-with. Ty 1 
Preface and Indix: Bound together or fingle. Seld }; | 
How, at the Seven-Stars, in Talbot Court in’ Graee- Ching 
Street. Where may alio be had any fingle OL/ervator, 
L Ash | ang be Fats Or,.an Antidote againft Melaitchelly. Cy 
tainin Great Variety o So api intrigues and § "ies 
Town a Gamay. 2. Poerhs om various Occafions, 
Epigrams and Whims. 4. Epitaphs Serious and Coneica),. Ais 
fant oe and Ballads. Written by the moft Ingenious Seth 


the Age. Price Botmd rs. 
Or, all Mes Happy if ‘they pleat, 


ef Miftake : 
Shewi 1. How Sant ma as Happy as 3 as Kings: "2. Thy 
Sick-as ph ‘ad “? Thee Barren Wom as Connengl 


as, the, Bruitful. ye oy of The Pleafures, of a fingle Lite 
Both Sold by f tine 4 at the Seven-Stars if Me ond Court, i 

Gtace-Chnifth-Stfter. 

The followthy things aré Sold! by J. How, at the Seven Staty 
én ‘Falbot=Qour:,, in G raee+@hurch-Streety “ALL Sold y 
the. Ream, ant Lab for or Sheet. 
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